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Domestics, and Strays, and Ferals ð OH MY! 
By Kelly Nelson 

Kindred Souls Foundation is contacted daily by 
people who need help re-homing companion cats, 
finding foster or adoptive homes for stray cats, and 
understanding how to help feral cats. Each cat 
population has itós own special needs, understand-
ing and placement.  
 
A companion cat is one who has lived his/her 
entire life with human contact, touch, and depend-
ence. They have a known medical history and a 
caregiver has observed their personalities and be-
haviors. A stray cat is one who used to be a com-
panion cat, but has become lost or abandoned. 
Stray cats can become wary of people the longer 
they are deprived of human contact but, with prop-
er integration, can become a companion cat again. 
If human contact diminishes significantly, stray 
cats can become feral cats.  
 
A feral cat has either never had any contact with 
humans or his/her contact with humans has di-
minished over time. A feral cat is not socialized to 
people and survives on his/her own outdoors. 
Most feral cats are not likely to ever become lap 
cats or enjoy living in-doors. TNR (trap-neuter-
return) is the humane way to deal with feral cats. 

Baby feral offspring can become companion cats 
and be adopted out with proper socialization at an 
early age.  
 
KSF has focused efforts primarily on companion 
and stray cats. Working with feral cats requires 
specialized training. Feral cats are often misunder-
stood and, in turn, have a 100% kill rate in many 
shelters. We are developing a feral cat program this 
year in response to the overwhelming need in our 
area. Like all of our programs, we will put great 
care into how it is structured, overseen and run. 
The following is a list of organizations that help 
feral cats:  
 
Alley Cat Allies - http://www.alleycat.org/  
Feral Cat Project - http://www.feralcatproject.org/  
FCAT (Feral Cat Assistance and Trapping) -
http://www.feraltrapping.com/FCAT/Home.html  
Feral Care - http://www.feralcare.org/  
Puget Sound Working Cats - 
http://www.petfinder.com/shelters/WA416.html  
 
If you are interested in helping feral cats, please contact 
us at kindredsouls@kindredsoulsfoundation.org to learn 
how you can volunteer for our program.  
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The editorial staff is dedicating this issue of Paws 
in Hands to the memory of Madison Nelson, the 
beloved cat-child of Brian and Kelly. Maddie lost 
a brief but intense battle with lymphoma on 
April 1, just as this newsletter was ready to go to 
print. She was surrounded by her loving family. 
 
Brian found Maddie and her two sisters in an 
industrial lot. They were not feral, but had clear-
ly been abandoned. Maddie had assumed the 
leader/protector role and she made it very clear 
to Brian that they needed food and that she 
expected his help. 
 
Brian then called Kelly to let her know that their 
family had just grown. Already habitual rescuers, 
their policy was to take rescued animals to a vet 
before bringing them home. Brian opted to try a 
new vet that day: Chambers Creek Veterinary 
Hospital. That was the day they met Anne Marie  
Thiessen, DVM. Legend has it that this was also 

the day Brian announced to Dr. Thiessen that 
he and Kelly were going to start a rescue  
organization some day.  
 

Dr. Thiessen helped place the two sisters in a 
nearby home and Maddie went with Brian to 
assume the role of CEO of the Nelson house-
hold. With Maddie at the helm, that freed up 
time for Brian and Kelly who went on to found 
Kindred Souls Foundation. And as for Dr. 
Thiessen: well, she went on to become the Lead 
Medical Advisor to Kindred Souls Foundation.  
 

One has to ask, what if Brian hadnôt found 
Maddie that day? 
 

Or was it Maddie who found Brian? In any case, 
ñMaddie Maddie Racer Tailò, as she was known 
to those closest to her, had a wonderful life. She  
lived life to the fullest and will be loved and 
remembered always by her very large family of 
Kindred Souls. 

A Special Tribute 
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The moment I saw his ocean 
blue eyes I knew he would be 
mine forever. A tiny little lilac 
point kitten who came into our 
vet office one May morning. I 
had been working at Chambers 
Creek for a month and already 
the staff knew I couldnót say no 
to a 5 week-old kitten who need-
ed a home. Dr. Erin Hicks, a 
KSF foster parent herself, asked if  
I would foster him until he was 
ready to find a new home.  
 

I agreed knowing my husband 
would not be pleased and also hav-
ing to provide 24-hour care to this 
little lost soul, who we eventually 
named Mauricio. See, Mauricio had 
a very small string tied around one 
of his hind legs that had cut off the 
circulation to his foot. His wounds 
were great and Dr. Hicks decided 
the leg had to be amputated.  
 

When I took him home, my hus-

band saw those blinding blue eyes 
and was hooked too. We set up a 
large kennel in our upstairs bed-
room. We put down blankets and 
a small litter box for him along 
with food and water. He loved his 
little man cave. He felt safe and 
secure in there. Every 12 hours I 
would give him his pain medica-
tions and antibiotics. Being feral, 
he would cower and hiss at me 
when I reached in to care for him. 
He still did not understand how 
to use the litter box so I had to 
clean the kennel every hour.  
 

After his surgery he was a 
different cat! He was happy 
and running all over the 
house playing with our 
other cats. After a few 
weeks he started getting 
more comfortable in the 
home and we eventually 
made the decision to adopt 
him from Kindred Souls 

Foundation. 
  
Mauricio is about 8 months old 
now and is the love of my life. He 
has made himself quite at home 
and he loves his other fur brothers 
and sisters. He is still pretty shy 
around new people. Adopting a 
feral kitten is a huge responsibility 
and you need the time and patience 
to work with them and socialize 
them around people. But once they 
trust you and are comfortable, they 
will give you a different love then 
any other animal would and that is 
the gift of admiration.  

A Rescue Story 
By Julie Lange 

Dear Kindred Souls, 
Kelly and I hope the New Year has started out 
for you on the right foot, or in our house, at 
least not having stepped on a paw. This past 
weekend, in an effort to help usher in an early 
Spring, I mowed the lawn. Then it snowed. So 
much for my influenceé  
 
The focus of this Newsletter is to bring aware-
ness to cats. We are headed into Kitten Season 
and, while that may be an exciting concept to 
children, it is heart breaking to those of us in 
animal rescue. Here are some numbers regard-
ing cats taken directly from the Tacoma Humane Societyós Annual 
Report for 2010:  Of the 8,445 cats received 5,351 (63%) were 
killed or euthanized, and 3,144 (37%) were adopted or reunited 
with their owners. The figures are more than grim and we, as a com-
munity, can do so much more to ensure all cats are given a chance 
at life- whether that be in a home or released back into a feral colony 
after being altered.  
 
I will define ñeuthanization" so that you understand what we mean 
when we use the words kill  and euthanize. Ióll take the  
definition from the Merriam-Webster Dictionary: euthanasia: the 
act or practice of killing or permitting the death of hopelessly sick or 
injured individuals (as persons or domestic animals) in a relatively 
painless way for reasons of mercy.  
 
Kindred Souls Foundation does not believe that killing newborn 
kittens, kittens who need some socialization, or kittens/cats who 
need medical services beyond basic care to live happy lives meets the 

definition of euthanasia.  
 
There are numerous problems to contend 
with, but there are solutions as well. We ac-
tively work to find solutions to help the cats 
who are deemed ñunadoptableò by some for 
reasons that do not meet the definition of 
euthanasia. We are always recruiting foster 
homes to help us take in more cats and to 
keep them out of the local shelters. We are 
also pursuing land for a sanctuary for geriat-
ric and medically fragile cats and feral cats 

who cannot be released back into their original location*. *Note: it 
is always best to return a feral cat to his/her colony whenever possible. 
  
How can you help us with our mission to save more cats?  
1. Ensure your own cat is spayed or neutered. One unaltered female 
cat and her offspring will produce 420,000 cats in their lifetime.  
2. You can trap that unaltered cat youôve seen prowling the neigh-
borhood for some feline lovinô and get him/her into the vet to be 
spayed or neutered.  
3. You can foster or adopt a cat who needs some additional care to 
live a happy life.  
4. You can foster and hand raise newborn but motherless kittens.  
5. You can foster and help socialize feral kittens.  
 

You can make a profound difference in changing those grim  
numbers. Contact us and let us know you want to help.  
 
Namaste,  
Brian and Kelly  
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As I listened to Angela describe the situation I 
quickly realized the cats did not belong to the 
woman needing help, there were more than ña 
fewò cats there, and the cats most definitely did 
not fit your standard definition of ñsweetò. Real-

ity rushed in- we have a 
feral colony that needs 
to be trapped, neu-
tered, returned and 
cared foréand weôre 
not ready to launch 
this feral cat program! 
 
Not ready? Yea, we 
canôt let that stop us. 
There are cats who 
need us! 

   

So there we have it- weôre implementing our first 
official TNR at the mobile home park. We will 
spay/neuter all the cats so that they do not con-
tinue to reproduce, vaccinate, treat for fleas, 
worms, and ear mites, and ear tip*. *Ear tipping 
is the preferred method to identify spayed or neutered 
and vaccinated feral cats, because it is difficult to get 
close to feral cats, and therefore the identification 
must be visible from a distance. 
 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED. We have volunteers 
ready to help, but to do our job we need supplies. 
If you can help by sponsoring a feral cat colony, 
then please donate to our FERAL CAT FUND. 

 

We do not have storage large enough to hold 
supplies, so we will be purchasing items and sup-
plies on an ñas neededò basis. For this reason, 
your cash donation is of most help. Gift cards for 
Office Depot are also welcome to help with edu-
cational flyers and handouts. 
 
Where will the money go?  
¶ Spay/neuter 
¶ Pain medication 
¶ Vaccines 
¶ Flea, worm, ear mite medication  
¶ Food* 
¶ Supplies for feeding stations and shelters* 
¶ Dishes/bowls (bacteria resistant and ant-proof) 
¶ Food-grade diatomaceous earth  
 
*we will be working with local pet stores and vets who donate 
expired or surplus food to save this cost when possible; we will 
also be checking with building supply stores and contractors 
for free or low-cost lumber 
 

How many feral cats justify our ñofficialò TNR 
response? However many need our help. Our 
intent is to get our volunteers trained well so that 
they are ready for ñthe callò. We need volunteers 
for educating the public, trapping and transport, 
colony care, and feral kitten fostering and sociali-
zation. If you are interested in participating in 
our training spearheaded by Dr Erin Hicks, 
please contact us ASAP at  
kindredsouls@kindredsoulsfoundation.org so 
that we can give you more details. 

Not even a week had passed from the day I sat 
down with Dr Erin Hicks to talk about our 
pilot feral cat program when I found myself 
diving headfirst into our first ñofficialò TNR. 
When I say ñofficialò I mean ñbigò ð ñlargeò ð 
ñmore than fiveò. 
 

We were contacted by an elderly 
woman who lives in a low-
income mobile home park ask-
ing for help with ña few sweet 
catsò she was feeding. ñEasy 
enough,ò I thought, ñweôll hook 
her up with some cat food. Heck
- we can even check the cats over 
for flea dirt and provide medica-
tion if necessaryò! 
 

You would think after six years in daily rescue 
work I would know better. Iôd like to think it 
was a genuine belief that this case was going to 
be as straightforward as it appeared, but any-
one who knows me will tell you I do know 
better. I tend to attract the complicated cases, 
the unusual circumstances, and the misfit 
animals. And yes, I know that is because I like 
the complicated, the unusual, and the misfits. 
 

This case was tasked out to our volunteer, 
Angela. She was to go on-site and assess the 
situation to see how much food would be 
needed and if the cats needed flea medication. 

Manifesting Intentions Even When You Are Not Ready 
By Kelly Nelson 

By the time this 
newsletter reaches 
you, we will be in-
undated with calls 
from people finding 
pregnant cats 
(queens) and kit-
tens. By sponsoring a queen, 
litter of kittens or kittens who 
need to be hand-raised (no moth-
er) you will be providing quality 

nutrition and neces-
sary supplies to give 
them a great start (or 
re-start) to life. In 
addition to the med-
ical services, we need 
to purchase items 

such as high protein food (wet 
and dry), pine litter, kitten re-
placement milk, supplements, 
bedding, and bottles.  

 

with food and  
supplies to watch 
over the colonies 
In addition to the 
medical services 
we will provide, 
we need to pur-

chase food (wet and dry), pine 
litter, kitten replacement milk, 
supplements, bedding, and 
bottles.  

Feral cats will be 
trapped, neutered, 
and returned 
(TNR) back to their 
colony. Baby feral 
offspring will be 
placed in special-
ized foster homes to be socialized 
and adopted out. We will 
spay/neuter as many cats as we 
can and provide the caregivers  
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Sponsor an Animal 
Queens & Kittens                                                               Feral Cats & Baby Ferals 
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